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CHANGE OF COMMAND 


Babylon 5 will have a new commander 


he finale of BABYLON 5's first season promises 
to be a major turning point for the series. 
For Jeffrey Sinclair the “Chrysalis ” 
episode will be his final chance to com- 
mand the space station. He will be 
stepping down from his post at the 
observation dome of Babylon 5 to 
join the warrior caste of the 
Minbari as an Earth Alliance 
ambassador. 

When The Centaurian Sentinel 
asked Michael O’Hare, who plays 
Sinclair, about his future involvement 
with the series, he replied gingerly. 
“Joe Straczynski has worked so long and so 
hard on this epic tale . . . I'm not going to touch any- Captain Jon Sheridan, played by Bruce 
thing that has to do with his secretive plan. Its not Boxleitner of Scarecrow and Mrs. King fame. Until 
something he threw together because science fiction then Susan Ivanova will be taking command. * 
is in. | gave an interview with Starlog today and | > See page 5 for more on Michael O'Hare. 


BABYLON 5 - THE COMIC BOOK 


didn’t give them anymore information then what l'm 
giving you.” 
O'Hare was also tight-lipped about 
_ the reason for his departure from the 
show, only saying that he is still on 
good terms with the studio and 
Straczynski. Several rumors are 
floating around as to why O’Hare 
will not be returning to the series 
as a regular. 

Sinclair is supposed to 
make appearances in his new role 
` in a couple of episodes during the 
second season. The new command 
on Babylon 5 will be taken over by 


f6T"he galaxy’s greatest hope 
is Babylon 5,” proclaims 
the announcement for DC 
Comics all-new comic book 
series. Based on BABYLON 5 
the stories will “follow the 
exploits of the humans and 
aliens who live and work 
aboard a mammoth space sta- 
tion, laboring to preserve a 
fragile interstellar peace.” 

The series will follow 4-part 
story arcs that expand upon 
the event that occurs in the 
first episode of BABYLON 5’s 
second season. The first 
issue’s story starts with 
Commander Jeffrey Sinclair 
being recalled to Earth, where 
President Luis Santiago and a 

Minbari representative pre- 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter dedicated to J. Michael Straczynski’s television series, Babylon 5. 


sent him with information that 
will alter his life and the future 
of Babylon 5. 

The first issue is written by 
J. Michael Straczynski, with 
Mark Moretti continuing the 
story in issues #2-4. The pen- 
ciler for the first four issues is 
Michael Netzer, with inking 
done by Rob Leigh. Future 
writers will include Peter David 
and John Ostrander. Editing 
the stories is Laura Hitchcock. 

The monthly series is 
planned to ship December 6 
with a cover price of $1.95. x 


Earlier this year Warner Bros 
ran this ad for BABYLON 5, the 
TV series on the back cover of 
several of DC Comics’ publica- 
tions. 
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MARS UPDATE 


UNFAIR 
TREATMENT 
OF COLONISTS 


he anti-Mars sentiment that earth- 

lings have been exhibiting towards 
Mars-born colonists has been on an 
increase. 

Sensitivity training courses that have 
been established for contact with alien 
species will be mandatory for all earth- 
lings that will deal with off-world human 
beings. * 


COMMUNICATIONS 


The following address may be used to 
send fan mail or photograph/auto- 
graph requests to. If you are sending 
an item to be autographed do not for- 
get to enclose an SASE for its return. 
There is no guarantee that you will get 
a response — so good luck! 


-c/o Babylon 5 

Warner Bros Television 
4000 Warner Boulevard 
Burbank, CA 91522 


DATA REFERENCES 


Following is a recently published 
BABYLON 5 related article: 
The Alien Masters of Babylon 5 (alien 
creatures article), Ed Flixman, Sci-Fi 


Entertainment, Vol. 1, No. 2 - August 
1994, page 38. 


_Alphatoons 


So N’Grath ...what is 
this offer your'e gonna 
make that | can’t refuse? 


STATION UPDATE 


BROWN LEVEL SCHOOL CLEARED 
OF ANIMAL CRUELTY CHARGES 


mbuds Wellington has cleared the 

Brown Level School! District of all 
charges of animal cruelty following a 
full investigation by the Earth Alliance 
Department of Agriculture and a hear- 
ing on the evidence. 

In 2257, EADA charged Babylon 5’s 
BLSD’s science department with the 
relentless cryonic applications to 
three Centauri two-tailed vergalics 
during classroom demonstrations. 
Under the Earth Animal Welfare Act 
an animal can not be used in situa- 
tions that will needlessly harm it. 
Though the constant freezing and 
defrosting of the centuarates will have 
long term effects on the animals they 
cannot be protected under the law 
since they are not a species that are 
native to Earth. 

The “violations” occurred when they 
were used to demonstrate to stu- 
dents of several classes the process 


of cyrogentic resuscitation. The school 
administration commented that 
because of budget cuts they were 
restricted to using the three animals 
for all the demonstrations instead of 
purchasing new ones each time. 

The information on which the 
charges were based came from two 
concerned teachers, Mary Giseb and 
Juddie Arrim, who had contacted the 
animal rights group Humans for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals. * 


THE TIMES THEY ARE 
A’CHANGING .. . AGAIN! 


o the right is an advertise- 
ment that appeared in a 
New York metro area TV Guide. 
BABYLON 5's regular time slot 

was 8:00, Wednesday nights. 
The “special times” noted actu- 
ally became their new time slot, 
at 9:00. Then two months 
later, without notice, it went 
back to 8:00 - even though 
the television listings still had it 
at 9:00. What’s next? Let’s 
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Simpsons, as in some cases. * 


Data File No. 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter dedicated to J. Michael Straczynski’s television series BABYLON 5, and a 
forum for all beings who appreciate Science Fiction. ©October 1994 by Michael Zmuda. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without written permission is prohibited. BABYLON 5 is a copyright of Warner Bros 
Television. For newsletter information or for submissions contact: The Centaurian Sentinel, c/o Michael Zmuda, 
17 Orchard Road, Putnam Valley, NY 10579. Please include a return envelope with postage if you would like your 
material returned. “A herring is a herring . . . but a good cigar is a Cuban!” * 2nd 
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Centauri Ambassador Londo Mollari 


Profile: The overindulgent Centauri ambassador on 
Babylon 5 is Londo Mollari. In his position Mollari has been 
targeted by assassins and has made many enemies. He 
has generally been uncaring towards other species but 
recently has been changing his ways, becoming more com- 
passionate to others. 

Mollari has three wives, who he has nicknamed 
“Petulance, Famine, and Death.” He is also a father to 
seven children. 

Until recently the Centauri have been a dominant 
power. Now that the Earth Alliance and the League of 
Nonalligned Worlds have been formed they have lost much 
of their influence in the galaxy. Their major enemy are the 
Narns. They have been notorious in the past for stripping 
Narn worlds for their resources. 

Centauri Prime, which is Centauri Homeworld 
Command, is located 75 light years away from Babylon 5. 
Centauri, a republic that has had its. first emperor over 
100 years ago, dictates that marriages are arranged 
among noble families to keep the republic strong, and the 
noble families together - a tradition that goes back 1000 
years. 

The Centauri dress is very flamboyant, with males 
wearing their hair in fanned-out styles, while females prefer 
to go bald with only a knot of hair at the back of their head 
(this is an exception with females in command positions 
who wear their hair similar to males). 

Centauri was Earth’s first contact with an alien 
species. They were instrumental in teaching humans the 
technology that advanced them in becoming the major 
power that they currently are. 


Credentials: Peter Jurasik is a veteran character actor 
who brings to BABYLON 5 his creative talent in the part of 
the decadent and humorous Londo Mollari. 


Lt. Commander Susan Ivanova 


Profile: Susan lvanova, the second-in-command on 
Babylon 5, has had a military education and is an experi- 
enced fighter pilot. She is the youngest to serve in a com- 
mand position at the control and command station. 

Her tough-as-nails demeanor can be attributed to her 
upbringing. lvanova’s mother was a telepath. Being a 
telepath means that you must register with the Psi Corps 
- it is illegal not to. Once you register you have to make a 
decision to either join the Psi Corps for the rest of your 
life, take drugs that inhibit your power, or go to prison. 
Her mother decided to receive the weekly doses of the 
drug. Ivanova experienced how the drug altered her moth- 
ér's mind, slowly wasting her away, before she committed 
suicide. lvanova’s father was against her joining the mili- 
tary because her brother was killed in the Earth/Minbari 
war. He would not respect her decision when she enlisted 
and became emotionless towards her. She felt that her 
father was always trying to take control of her life so she 
had a hard time morning his death. 

She attributes her.persistence in completing tasks to 
being a Russian Jew, who she claims are “used to hope- 
less situations.” 


Credentials: Actress Claudia Christian, who plays the sar- 
donic Ivanova on BABYLON 5, began pursuing an acting 
career after graduating high school. Her film debut was in 
The Hidden. Other sci fi genre movies of hers includes 
Arena, Maniac Cop 2, and Hexed. 

She has appeared in numerous television movies such 
as Clean and Sober, Never on a Sunday, Relentless, and 
Basic Instinct. 

Her television series experience has included parts on 
Dallas, Blacke’s Magic, Space Rangers, Quantum Leap, 
Murder She Wrote, L.A. Law, and Matlock. 
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And the Sky Full of Stars 


ff nd the Sky Full of Stars” opens with security officer 

Benson being reprimanded for his gambling debts. 
Two “Knights,” who most likely belong to the Homeguard, 
board Babylon 5. Their intent is to capture and scan 
Commander Sinclair’s mind to find out exactly what hap- 
pened ten years ago when he was abducted aboard the 
Minbari Cruiser. They believe that the Minbari are using 
Sinclair to spy on Earth. Benson is payed off to get access 
to Sinclair for them. 

The knights capture Sinclair and hook his mind up to 
one of the knight’s by wrapping his body up in cybernetic 
implants. Through the cyberfield that is created the knight 
is able to get Sinclair back to the time of his blackout 
when he was being interrogated aboard the Minbari ship. 
Sinclair is able to remember how he witnessed his entire 
squadron attacked and destroyed after they had fallen into 
a trap during the Battle of the Line. He recalls how he 
tried to ram the cruiser with his own fighter, but did not 
succeed — he had woke aboard the Minbari ship. 

Sinclair is able to rip himself free of the wires, in the 
process creating a neurofeedback to the knight that is 
hooked-up to him. Overpowering the other knight he 
escapes from the room that they were holding him in and 
in a delirious state he wanders down the corridors, armed 
with a handgun. He eventually meets up with Delenn who 
is able to get him out of his trance. As he is coming to a 
part of his memory returns . . . he recognizes that one of 
the Minbari Grey Council who where questioning him dur- 
ing his detainment was Delenn. Sinclair talks to Delenn 
but he does not reveal that he now remembers her being 
on. the ship. Up until this point the fact that Delenn was 
part of the Grey Council was keep secret. 

Benson's body is located outside of the station — he 
was spaced (dumped outside of the ship without a life sup- 
port system) after he found out what the knights were 
doing to Sinclair. 

Delenn later meets with another member of the Grey 
Council who reminds her that if Sinclair’s memory is ever 
to return he must be killed. 

Sinclair is still not able to remember all of the details 
of the entire event. 

Knight #1 is played by Judson Scott; Knight #2 is 
played by Christopher Neame; Grey Council #1 is played 


X by Mark Hendrickson. 


BABYLON 5 EPISODES 


Infection 


g basa was actually the first BABYLON 5 segment 
to be filmed for the series, though it wasn’t the first to 
be shown. It involves a xenoarchaeologist who is financed 
by corporations to investigate dead alien worlds and look 
for technology that would be useful to them. Even though 
the technology may be thousands of years old it may still 
be more advanced than earth’s. 

An alien artifact is smuggled on board Babylon 5 and 
infects the xenoarchaeologist’s assistant. The scarab-like 
object imbeds itself into his chest and slowly transforms 
him through a metamorphosis into a dangerous creature 
with a laser gun replacing his left arm. The alien adver- 
sary turns out to become a bio-mechanical purification 
drone that is seeking biological perfection. His distorted 
idea of what perfection is leads him on a extermination 
rampage, therefore he must be destroyed. 

The xenoarchaeologist is played by David McCallum, 
the human transformed to a creature is played by 
Marshall Teague. 


The Gigeresque alien from “Infection,” with makeup by Optic Nerve. 


t was a cold and dark sum- 

mer night as | walked down 
Chamber Street's busy side- 
walk. | was on my way to meet 
Michael O’Hare. Michael was 
appearing at Science Fiction 
Mysteries & More! to watch 
tonight’s episode of BABYLON 
5 with the public. “Great!” | 
exclaimed as | looked at my 
watch . . . | was an hour and 
a half early. When | walked in 
to the bookstore | noticed it 
was already filled with BABY- 
LON 5 fans eager to meet 
their commander. | could feel 
the glow of kinship the show 
had given us this past year 
and | smiled. 

Warner Bros Television has decided that Michael 
O’Hare’s character, Commander Jeffrey Sinclair, is to be 
replaced next season by a new commander. It just won’t be 
the same watching BABYLON 5 without Michael O’Hare’s 
voice-over introducing the show to us. When he walked in 
people smiled and cheered as though a hero had come 
back from war. To us New Yorkers that is just what he had 
done . . . he had gone away to test his abilities as an actor 
doing prime time TV, and he had won. 

After he had shaken every hand he met Michael sat 
down, dressed in a pair of jeans, sneakers, and a buttoned 
plaid shirt with the sleeves rolled up. He greeted the group 
in a manner unlike most stars — frankly. There was no hid- 
den mockery or air of superiority about him. He discussed, 
to eager ears, that his character would not die in the last 
episode of BABYLON 5's first season. Commander Sinclair 
would leave the station to lead a rebellious Minbari force of 
the warrior caste against an unknown enemy. He could not 
elaborate on the specifics of his leaving, but he had left 
some hope in the hearts of all of us that he might return. 

Michael continued to talk about the future of BABYLON 
5. DC Comics is coming out with a BABYLON 5 comic 
book in December, with at least four issues featuring 
Commander Sinclair. BABYLON 5 trading cards should be 
coming out this fall. This was bad news when | considered 
my monetary condition. But so what. . . the series was 
alive and these were all signs of growth. . . and it made 
my spirit soar. 

Michael talked about two episodes, both written by J. 
Michael Straczynski. He felt that And the Sky Full of Stars 
was some of his best work. He also enjoyed Babylon 
Squared because it was more in tune with science fiction. 
Michael enlightened us on the type of work schedule he 
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Photo by John William Upton. 


Michael O’Hare dropped in at Science Fiction, Mysteries & More! 
to watch BABYLON 5 with owner Allan Zimmerman and friends. 


had. He would spend twelve 
to fourteen hours on the set 
five days a week, and at 
night he would study the 
next day’s line. On the week- 
ends he would read the next 
week's lines, and so on. | 
respect that type of hard 
work and | could see it 
come through on the show. 

As | watched the episode 
with Michael | felt comfort- 
able. He joked about certain 
things that happened on the 
set during the filming - and 
only said nice things about 
his colleagues. While he 
watched himself on the 
screen someone had 
noticed the tense look on his face and asked him about it. 
There was nothing wrong, he was critiquing his acting. This 
gave me insight on what kind of man Michael is. | usually 
watch BABYLON 5 at the store on Wednesday nights, but 
watching it with Michael O'Hare made it feel like a different 
world. The connection between him and us was pure magic. 

What impressed me the most about Commander 
Sinclair/Michael O'Hare was the familiarity he seemed to 
have. The kind that we get from meeting an old friend, a 
colleague or an old school mate. Perhaps | felt that way 
when he sang “Ten Thousand Men of Harvard” with another 
Harvard alumni after viewing the show. It was a great 
moment - especially when an actor shows such respect for 
the public. 

Michael O’Hare is a hard working actor who enjoys every 
part of his life - the fans, the nights studying the lines, and 
the hours he spends on the set. He’s the kind of actor who 
will spend 30 minutes of his time to sign autographs for 
everyone after the show. He’s the kind of guy who won't 
divulge any secrets of the show, because he respects 
Straczynski’s seven year work — and because he won't ruin 
it for us. | admire Commander Sinclair, the character, but 
he can’t touch the man known in this universe as Michael 
O'Hare. 

If you ever meet Michael don’t be afraid . . . he won't 
bite. In fact, he’s likely to spend a few moments with you in 
your world. * Paul Shim 


As Seen on TV: The calendar of events for Science Fiction, 
Mysteries & More! include lectures, discussions, and Star 
Trek costume parties (which have appeared on the nightly 
news). They are. located at 140 Chambers St., New York, 
NY 10007; 212/385-8798. 
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A es about the time that 
the first issue of The 
Centaurian Sentinel went 
to press rumors of Michael 
O'Hare leaving BABYLON 5 
started to surface. They are 
no longer rumors... he 
will be leaving the line-up 
starting with the second 
season. Hopefully he will be 
a frequent guest on the 
series — he has become an 
essential part of the storyline. | also hope that Bruce 
Boxleitner can fill the position as the new commander of 
Babylon 5. The voice-over introduction at the beginning of 
new episodes will no longer feature O’Hare’s base voice (sup- 
posedly the narrator was to change with each season). 

Send letters supporting Michael O’Hare’s return to: 

Dick Robertson, c/o Warner Bros Domestic Television 
Distribution, 4000 Warner Boulevard, Burbank, CA 91522. 
Keep your letters short and polite. 

Also leaving the command and control area is Marianne 
Robertson who plays Tech #1. 

And now for the good news! It seems that viewers are 
finally catching on to BABYLON 5. Ratings are improving and 
the general interest at sci fi conventions is picking up. Earlier 
this year if BABYLON 5 was mentioned at Star Trek conven- 
tions the general approval was a round of booing from the 
audience - these same people seem to be realizing what a 
great series it actually is, once they catch up with the story- 
lines. 

In addition to the BABYLON 5 comic books, due to arrive 
this fall keep an eye out for BABYLON 5 trading cards. 

Tentative tiles of the first six episodes for the second sea- 
son of BABYLON 5 are: “Points of Departure,” by J. Michael 
Straczynski; “Revelations,” Straczynski; “The Geometry of 


Shadows,” Straczynski; “A 
Distant Star,” D. C. Fontana; 
“The Long Dark,” Scott Frost; 
“A Spider in the Web,” 
Lawrence DiTillio. 

Walter Koenig is to reprise 
his roll as the maniac Psi cop 
Bester. No information on 
when. 

U.K. news: lve heard that 
the “T.K.0.” episode will not be 
shown in the U.K because 
open-handed martial arts is 
considered an illegal sport. | also heard that the U.K. will be 
seeing the “Chrysalis” episode in October, the U.S. won't be 
able to view it until November (got any connections over- 
seas?). 

If you happen to be passing through the Plainfield, NJ 
area around 7:00 on a Wednesday night tune into Anthony 
Tellado’s Sci Fi Talk, broadcasted at 1590 AM (WERA). 
Recent guests on his hour long show have included Michael 
O'Hare and David Prowse of Star Wars. 

A recent correspondence sent to me was postscripted 
with the following message, “There are more B5 fans out 
there, more than you think.” Ain't that the truth! Have you 
ventured on the information superhighway lately? If you own 
a computer and are online check out the vast amount of 
BABYLON 5 bulletin boards and related features. * Mykl 


Bruce Boxleitner in the video 
game adventure movie, Tron. 


THE ZOKOLOW EXCHANGE 


WANTED 
In search of a video copy of BABYLON 5's pilot, “The Gathering.” Needed for ref- 


erence. Contact: Michael Zmuda, 17 Orchard Rd., Putnam Valley, NY 10579. 


SCI FI ASSOCIATIONS 


The Science Fiction Association of Bergan County — for information contact 
Philip De Parto, 701 Eight Street, Lyndhurst, NJ, 201/993-2724. 


Membership Information for The Centaurian Sentinel 


_ The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter and fan club for people who appreciate 1 
J. Michael Straczynski’s television series BABYLON 5, and a forum for sci-fi fans. 
The Centaurian Sentinel is sanctioned by J. Michael Straczynski. 


Membership to The Centaurian Sentinel includes: 


| «12 Monthly Newsletters 


«One FREE listing in the Exchange Section - 20 words or less 
- Membership ¢ Card illustrated with a color -=o of the e Babylon & 5 stati tion 


